Asian Philosophy 
Philosophy 3302-001
Fall 2011
Instructor:  
Mark Webb


Philosophy Building, Room 251C; 


phone number 742-3275

Office Hours:  
Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00-11:30, and by appointment

E-mail:  
Mark.Webb@ttu.edu
Website: 
http://www.webpages.ttu.edu/mawebb/
Required Texts:  
Koller, Asian Philosophies, 5th edition

A coursepack available from Copy Outlet (on Broadway)


Some assigned readings are available online. 
Course Description:  Until recently, philosophy has been pursued in Asia quite independently of philosophy as pursued in the West.  We will be examining major movements in Asian philosophy from three parts of Asia:  India, China, and Japan.  We will start with dualistic and non-dualistic forms of Hindu philosophy, or Vedanta.  We will then move on to Buddhism, covering Theravada Buddhism, and then the various Mahayana traditions as they evolved in China.  The third main division of the course will cover the native traditions of China, including Confucianism and Taoism, as well as some of the movements that arose as responses to these. Recurring themes will be the nature of ultimate reality, the difference between appearance and reality, the idea of the good life, the requirements for good government, and the role of reason in human life.  This course satisfies the University Multicultural requirement, part of the College of Arts and Sciences Humanities requirement, and is also a core course in the Asian Studies program and the Religion Studies program.

The objective of the humanities in a core curriculum is to expand the student’s knowledge of the human condition and human cultures, especially in relation to behaviors, ideas, and values expressed in works of human imagination and thought.
Students graduating from Texas Tech University should be able to think critically and demonstrate an understanding of the possibility of multiple interpretations, cultural contexts, and values.
Expected Learning Outcomes and Means of Assessment:  

By the time the course is over, you will be able to

	Describe and distinguish the various schools of Asian philosophy
	Exams

	Explain the central doctrines of each school
	In-class writing assignments

	Evaluate the arguments for and against key doctrines in terms of multiple cultural contexts and value systems
	Exams, final paper

	Articulate and defend your own view on the issues via analytical arguments in written and/or oral form
	Final paper, class discussion

	Describe similarities and differences with Western views
	Exams


Course Requirements:  There will be three in-class exams, each worth 20% of your final grade. You will also complete a 10-15 page final paper, on a topic assigned by me, worth 30%.  The remaining ten percent will be in-class writing assignments (probably ten of them). Please keep all your graded and returned work; if you have any questions about your grade at the end of the course, it will be easier to make your case if you have the evidence.  It is never too late to appeal a grade; please feel free to talk to me if you think I have been unfair.

Friendly (and useful) Advice:  Your first assignment is to read this syllabus carefully.  I will try to be both just and merciful when it comes to making up late or missed work; please don’t be afraid to talk to me if you are having difficulty making a deadline.  I will not allow you to make up in-class work because it is by its nature linked to what happens in class that day.  The best way to do well in this course is to come to class regularly, read the assignments carefully, and participate vigorously.  Omitting to do even one of these things will cause your performance to suffer (you’d better believe me about this).  If you are not following something, speak up; you are almost certainly not the only one.  If you get con​fused about something outside of class, call me.  Over all, if you can relax and think about the subject on its own merits instead of about me or your grade, you will find yourself hav​ing a good time, and you will also undoubtedly do well.

Observance of Religious Holidays: Texas House Bill 256 requires institutions of higher education to excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day. The student shall also be excused for time necessary to travel. An institution may not penalize the student for the absence and allows for the student to take an exam or complete an assignment from which the student is excused. No prior notification of the instructor is required.

Students with Disabilities: Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make any necessary accommodations.  Student should present appropriate verification from AccessTECH.  No requirement exists that accommodations be made prior to completion of this approved university procedure.

Academic Integrity and Cheating: The following statements are from the Texas Tech University Undergraduate and Graduate Catalog, 2007-2008, pages 46 and 47.  

It is the aim of the faculty of Texas Tech University to foster a spirit of complete honesty and a high standard of integrity.  The attempt of students to present as their own any work that they have not honestly performed is regarded by the faculty and administration as a serious offense and renders the offenders liable to serious consequences, possibly suspension. 

"Scholastic dishonesty” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, misrepresenting facts, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor) or the attempt to commit such an act. 

"Plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the appropriation of, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means material that is attributable in whole or in part to another source, including words, ideas, illustrations, structure, computer code, other expression and media, and presenting that material as one’s own academic work being offered for credit. Any student who fails to give credit for quotations or for an essentially identical expression of material taken from books, encyclopedias, magazines, Internet documents, reference works or from the themes, reports, or other writings of a fellow student is guilty of plagiarism.

I intend to enforce this policy.  I have a zero-tolerance, no-second-chances policy on any form of cheating or plagiarism.  It is up to you to find out if something you are contemplating or doing counts as plagiarism.

Schedule
(K = Koller, Asian Philosophies; CP = coursepack)

Reading assignments are to be completed before the class day indicated.

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment


	8/26-9/2
	Introductory Matters, Classical Hinduism


	K ch 1 and 2 

Online readings from the Rig Veda, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita



	9/7-9/16
	Samkhya-Yoga; Nyaya-Vaisheshika

No class 9/5(Labor Day


	K ch 8 and 9

CP Chakrabarti, Radhakrishnan

Online readings from the Yoga Sutras and Samkhya Karika



	9/19-9/23
	Mimamsa-Vedanta


	K ch 10

CP Sharma, Loy, Ramanuja, Madhva

Online readings from Sankara


	9/26-9/30
	Jainism


	K ch 3

CP Tatia, Matilal, Gokhale



	10/3-10/7
	Later developments in India

First exam. 10/3


	Online readings TBA

	10/12-10/21
	Taoism

Fall break, 10/10-10/11
	K ch 17 and 18

CP Van Norden, Kjellberg, Eno, Ivanhoe

Online readings Laozi and Zhuangzi


	10/24-10/28
	Taoism continued; Legalism and Mohism

	K ch 14

CP Han Feizi, Mozi

	10/31-11/11
	Confucianism


	K ch 15 and 16

CP Ivanhoe, Graham, Nivison; Xunzi

Online readings from Confucius and Mencius


	11/14-11/18
	Basic Buddhism; No-Self

Second Exam, 11/14

Final paper topics distributed, 11/18


	K ch 4 
CP Rahula, Collins, Williams, Horner

Online readings from Access to Insight

	11/21-12/2
	Rise of the Mahayana; Madhyamaka
No class 11/23-25, Thanksgiving
	K ch 5-6
CP Gyatso; Kalupahana, Arnold, Wood, Garfield, Williams, Keenan
Online readings from Perfection of Wisdom; Nagarjuna


	12/5-12/7


	Zen (Ch’an)
	K ch 19 and 22

CP Kapleau, Foster and Shoemaker

Online readings from Mumonkan and Shobogenzo



Final exam Friday, December 9, 1:30 - 4:00

Final papers due, 12/14

