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Philosophy of Religion 
PHIL 3324-001 

Spring 2017 
 
 
Instructor:   Mark Webb 
   Philosophy Building, Room 251C   phone number 742-3275 
   Office Hours: 10:00-11:30 Tuesday, 12:30-2:00 Wednesday, and by  
                 appointment 
  E-mail:  Mark.Webb@ttu.edu 
  Webpage: http://www.webpages.ttu.edu/mawebb/ 
 
TA:  Paul So 
 
Texts:  Peterson, et al., Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 5th edition 
  Other readings as provided by me 
 
Catalog Description: An examination of general philosophical problems that arise in 
connection with religion. Topics may include the nature of religion, the existence of God, 
the problem of evil, the relation between faith and reason, and the relation between 
religion and morality. This course satisfies the Texas Tech University core curriculum 
requirement in humanities. 
 
Course Description: Philosophy has at times seemed to be the enemy of religion, and at 
times the servant of religion; at all times the relationship between the two has been a 
tense one. This course will not relieve that tension. Religions include beliefs and 
practices, doctrines and rituals, and these are the sorts of things that can be evaluated. 
Doctrines can be true or false, and rituals can be rational or irrational. Either can be 
justified or unjustified. Philosophy’s role is to try to understand how much of religious 
belief and practice can be justified--how much doctrine can be shown to be true, and how 
much practice can be shown to be rational. We cannot hope to talk about all the doctrines 
of all the world’s religions, so we will try to focus on a few central problems that arise for 
a lot of religions. We will also naturally focus more on the religions of the European and 
American tradition (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). We will discuss several general 
kinds of issue: Can the existence of God be proved? Can evidence and arguments be 
marshaled that should convince every rational person? Can the existence of a loving God 
be reconciled with the existence of evil? Could God have sufficient reason for permitting 
the kinds of evil we see in the world? Can the religious experiences of one person be 
evidence for another person’s religious beliefs? Are miracles possible? What are we to 
make of the variety of religions? 
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Course Requirements: Your grade will be determined by three exams, each worth 25%, 
and the average of about ten in-class writing assignments, also worth 25%. You are 
required to complete reading assignments before the class in which they are discussed. 
Attendance will not be taken, but you are responsible for knowing what happened in 
class, whether you are there or not. 
  
Observance of Religious Holidays: Texas House Bill 256 requires institutions of higher 
education to excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, 
including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day. The student shall also 
be excused for time necessary to travel. An institution may not penalize the student for 
the absence and allows for the student to take an exam or complete an assignment from 
which the student is excused. No prior notification of the instructor is required. 
 
Students with Disabilities: Any student who, because of a disability, may require some 
special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor 
as soon as possible to make any necessary accommodations.  Student should present 
appropriate verification from AccessTECH.  No requirement exists that accommodations 
be made prior to completion of this approved university procedure. 
 
Academic Integrity and Cheating: It is the aim of the faculty of Texas Tech University 
to foster a spirit of complete honesty and a high standard of integrity.  The attempt of 
students to present as their own any work that they have not honestly performed is 
regarded by the faculty and administration as a serious offense and renders the offenders 
liable to serious consequences, possibly suspension. "Scholastic dishonesty” includes, but 
is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, 
misrepresenting facts, and any act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the 
student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment 
for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor) or the attempt to commit 
such an act. "Plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the appropriation of, buying, 
receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means material that is attributable in whole or in 
part to another source, including words, ideas, illustrations, structure, computer code, 
other expression and media, and presenting that material as one’s own academic work 
being offered for credit. Any student who fails to give credit for quotations or for an 
essentially identical expression of material taken from books, encyclopedias, magazines, 
Internet documents, reference works or from the themes, reports, or other writings of a 
fellow student is guilty of plagiarism. 

Learning Outcomes                         Assessment Methods 
Critically discuss and clearly communicate 
philosophical problems posed by religious doctrine and 
practice 

 Class discussion, writing 
assignments 

Recognize and evaluate reasons for and against 
religious views 

 Exams 
 

Develop analytical arguments for your own 
philosophical views on religious questions 

 Exam essays 
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SCHEDULE 

(All page numbers are from Rea and Pojman) 
 

Dates Topic Readings 
   

1/20 Introduction; the language-game −− 

1/23-27 Reading Philosophy; Ontological 
Arguments 

127-137 

1/30-2/3 Ontological Arguments continued Descartes handout 

2/6-2/10 Cosmological Arguments 148-176 

2/13-2/17 Teleological Arguments 177-196 

2/20-2/24 Writing Philosophy; Pragmatic 
Arguments 
First exam due−2/24 

100-115 

2/27-3/3 Do we need arguments? 207-228 

3/6-3/10 Religious Experience 44-78 

3/13-3/17 Spring Break, no classes −− 

3/19-3/24 Atheism and Naturalism 393-449 

3/27-3/31 Miracles  
Second exam due−3/31 

451-483 

4/3-4/7 The Problem of Evil 309-322; 329-337 

4/10-4/14 The Problem of Evil continued 365-373 

4/19-4/21 Theodicies and Defenses 
No classes 4/17 

338-364; 374-382 

4/24-30 TBA TBA 

5/1-5/5 Religious Pluralism 591-622 

5/8 Wrap-up and catch-up −−− 

 
Final exam due: 4:00, Monday, May 15 


